XXX VIII. YeERusHALM TAAnit 4:5 


[A] FIVE EVENTS OCCURRED TO OUR FATHERS ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF TAMMUZ, AND 
FIVE ON THE NINTH OF As. ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF TAMMUZ THE TABLETS 
[or THE TORAH] WERE BROKEN: 


1. I:1: It is written, “The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it six days; and on the seventh day he called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud” (Ex. 2:16). [And it also says] 
“and Moses went upE(Ex. 2:15).” This was the seventh day after the 
declaration of the Ten Commandments, and the beginning of the forty 
[days that Moses spent on the mountain]. [On the sixth of Sivan the 
Torah was given, and on the next day began the forty days that Moses 
spent on the mountain.] Moses said to the people, “I am going to spend 
forty days on the mountain.” When the fortieth day came, and he did 
not come down, then: “When the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come down from the mountain, [the people gathered themselves 
together to Aaron and said to him, ‘Up, make us gods who shall go 
before usE]” (Ex. 32:1). When the sixth hour had passed, and he did 
not come down, thereupon: “The people gathered themselves together 
to Aaron and said to him. ‘Up, make us gods who will go before 
us’” (Ex. 32:1) ‘And the Lord said to Moses. Go down, for your 
people, [whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt], have 
corrupted themselves’” ( Ex. 32:7). When Joshua heard the noise of 
the people in their wickedness, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of 
war in the camp’” (Ex. 32:17). Said Moses, “Here is a man who is 
destined to govern 600,000 people, vet he does not know the 
difference between one sort of noise and another!” “He said, ‘It is not 
the sound of shouting for victory or the sound of the cry of defeat, but 
the sound of singing that I hear’” (Ex. 32:18). Said R. Yosé, “It is the 
sound of praise of idols that I hear.” 


[B] THE DAILY WHOLE OFFERING WAS CANCELED: 


1. II:1: Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “In the days of the 
Greek empire [when Jerusalem was besieged], they would let down 
two baskets containing gold, and the besiegers would send up two 
sheep [for the daily whole offering]. “One time they let down to them 
two baskets of gold, and they sent up to them two kid goats [which are 
not suitable for a daily offering]. “At that moment the Holy One, 
blessed be he, opened their eyes, and they found two lambs in the 
chamber of the lambs [which were suitable] “It was in regard to that 
moment that R. Judah b. Abba gave testimony concerning the daily 


